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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To easily bill a maintenance 
charge by controlling a utility accumulation counter 
autonomously to discount the charge in the case that 
copying machines communicate utility information and a 
certain condition is satisfied. 

SOLUTION: Each of the image forming devices is 
provided with an operation section 1, a copy section 2, 
a network interface section 3, and a utility 
accumulation counter section 4 and the devices are 
interconnected by a network 11. The network interface 
section 3 has an algorithm that informs other image 
forming devices connected on the network of the number 
of times of copying and reduces an accumulated count of 
the counter autonomously when copy number information 
received from the network exceeds a predetermined copy 
number. 
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